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Hgure 4: Various at-risk-of-poverty and social exclusion indicators by family type, BJ-27
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Triple bind of single-parent families
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Single parents increased their employment, but
employment no guarantee against poverty

Single with child{ren})

Estonia-
Spain-
Sermany
Luxembourg-
Italy
Lithuania-
Romania-
Avustria
Hungary-
Slovakia-
MMalta
Eurcopean Union (27 countries)
France-
Croatia-
Belgiumn -
Ireland-
Portugalq
Latwvia+
MNetherlandsH
Sreece-
Swedaen-
Czechiaq
FPoland-
Slowvenia-
Bulgaria-
Denmark-
FinlamndS

Cyprus

Nieuwenhuis (2020)

(@]

-
8]
N
8]
W
8]

In-Work Poverty (%)

A0
/7 o
o *FS &

+

Stockholm
University




Summary so far

e Single parents experience poverty and deprivation to a far larger

extent than two-parent families

e Their income poverty risks have not declined, despite
- Increased education
— Increased involvement separated fathers

— Increase in employment

e Why then haven't their poverty risks declined?
— Policies for single-parent families
— Policies for all families with children

— Policies for all (families)
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Policies specific for single-parent families:
Child Support

Child support achieve only a marginal reduction in poverty

e Majority single parents do not receive child support

e Small amounts

e Rules cannot keep up with family diversity (e.g. repartnering)

e Interplay with other policies (e.g. child support subtracted from
means-tested social assistance)

e Possible trade-off between poverty reduction and gender equality
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Policies for all families with children

Family policies (child benefits, paid parental leave, childcare/ECEC) are well-

documented to support the employment and economic well-being of single parent

families.

e Challenges with targeting: stigma, low take-up, reduced voters’ support

e Life-course perspective: Retain mothers’ employment before becoming a single

mother

e Gender equality: Reserved leave for fathers improves gender equality, and

fathers’ involvement in children’s life
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Despite subsidies, out-of-pocket expenses for
ECEC large burden on household income single
paernts
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Policies for all families (in working age)
Reform of unemployment benefits resulted in
surge in poverty among single parents in Sweden

30 Grey areas: Not included in further analyses
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Retrenchment of unemployment benefits in
dual-earner Sweden
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Hgure 16: Adequacy of minimum income protection for single parents, BJ Member Sates,
2010-2018
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Conclusion: Three directions of thought

Resources:
e Reconsider gender, family diversity, and the role of fathers

e Invisible in current EU social indicators

Employment:

e Earnings often inadequate for single parents

e Gendered inequality often originated prior to separation

Policy:

e Effective policies beyond those that are specific to single
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"Single parents do better

in societies with

institutions that support
equality of gender and

eqguality of class.

Just like everyone else.”

Nieuwenhuis & Maldonado (2018)
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