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Leeds
• The second largest Core City – a regional economic and social hub for Yorkshire and Humberside;
• The second largest Metropolitan Council in England;
• A growing city with an overall population of over 789,000;
• 168,000+ children aged 0-17;
• 30% of children live in 10% most deprived neighbourhoods;               
• % children from BME families more than doubled in last 14 years to 35%.  



Poverty - a growing issue
• Estimated 4.1 million children in relative poverty across the UK in 2016/17 
• In Leeds, 20% of all dependent children under the age of 20 (33,485 children) lived in relative poverty in 2016, in comparison to 17% nationally.
• Across the UK, 67% of children who are in poverty were from a household where at least one person was in work in 2016/2017 .
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Leeds
• 187,000 children and young people
• 1 vision 
• 1 partnership 
• 1 plan
• 5 outcomes
• 11 priorities and 3 obsessions 
• 25 clusters: 3 behaviours
• Schools at the heart of communities
• 75k people



Only one 
question
What is it like 

to be a child or 
young person 
growing up in 

Leeds… 
and how do we 
make it better?







What if ?              
Child friendly Leeds?
• Leeds’ ambition: to be the 

best city for children and 
young people to grow up 
in – a child friendly city

• Cross party support in 
Leeds

• Officially launched by 
HRH The Queen in July 
2012





Child friendly city
• Putting the child at the 

centre of all we do
• Putting the child at the 

heart of the growth 
strategy of the city

• Children live in families, 
families create 
communities, 
communities make cities



All children and young 
people have their basic 
rights met.

Children and young people 
express their views, feel 
heard and are actively 
involved in decisions that 
affect their lives - this is 
what we mean by 
‘participation’.

Places and spaces 
where children and 
young people spend time 
and play are free of litter 
and dog fouling.

Children and young 
people can make safe 
journeys and easily 
travel around the city. 

Children and young 
people find the city 
centre welcoming and 
safe, with friendly 
places to go, have fun 
and play. 

There are places and 
spaces to play and 
things to do, in all areas 
and open to all. 

Children and young 
people can easily find 
out what they want to 
know, when they want it 
and how they want it. 

Children, young people 
and adults have a good 
understanding of 
children’s rights, 
according to the United 
Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child.

Children and young 
people are treated fairly 
and feel respected.

Children and young 
people have the 
support and information 
they need to make 
healthy lifestyle 
choices.

All our learning places 
identify and address the 
barriers that prevent 
children and young 
people from engaging in 
and enjoying learning.

There are a greater 
number of better quality 
jobs, work experience 
opportunities and good 
quality careers advice 
for all.

12 Wishes



Cross Council Partnerships

CFL is a council wide initiative
Worked with City Centre Management on ‘Child Friendly Leeds City Centre competition’ 

Worked with public health & partners to launch Baby Week Leeds



Child Friendly Neighbourhoods -Play Streets



School Engagement



Child friendly Leeds ambassadors
• Over 900 Child friendly 

Leeds ambassadors
• All helping to raise the 

profile of Child friendly 
Leeds and share what it is 
about.

• Inspiring others to make 
Leeds a better place for 
children and young people







Help Leeds’ children and young people and families to…



So what- is anyone better off?









Email: sue.rumbold@leeds.gov.uk
@suerumbold

Thank you for listening


